. 57.]                  Teaching by lectures.
attention have been as much perplexed by Luke, as by Lydiaf1, in 7/te Vanity of Human WisJies. The truth is, that Goldsmith himself was in a mistake. In the Rcspublica Huugarica*, there is an account of a desperate rebellion in the year 1514, headed by two brothers, of the name of Zeck, George and Luke. When it was quelled, George, not Luke, was punished by his head being encircled with a red-hot iron crown : ' coronA candes-cente ferrea coronatur3.' The same severity of torture was exercised on the Earl of Athol, one of the murderers of King James I. of Scotland.
Dr. Johnson at the same time favoured me by marking the lines which he furnished to Goldsmith's Deserted Village, which are only the last four:
'That trade's proud empire hastes to swift decay, As ocean sweeps the hibour'd mole away : While self-dependent power can time defy, As rocks resist the billows and the sky.'
Talking of education, ' People have now a-days, (said he,) got a strange opinion that every thing should be taught by lectures. Now, I cannot see that lectures can do so much good as reading the books from which the lectures are taken. I know nothing that can be best taught by lectures 4, except where experiments
1 See ante, \, 194, note.                       name.'    Forstcr's Goldsmith, i. 370.
* Rcspublica et Status RegniHun-     The iron crown was not the worst of
gariae.     Ex   Officina  Elzeviriana,     the tortures inflicted.
1634, p. 136.    This work belongs to        4 See post, April 15, 1781.  In 1748
the scries of Repicblics mentioned by     Johnson had written (Works, v. 231):
Johnson, fast, under April 29, 1776.       'At a time when so many schemes of
3 ' " Luke" had been taken simply     education have been projected, ... so
for the euphony of the line.    He was     many  schools   opened   for   general
one of two brothers, Dosa. . . .   The     knowledge, and so many lectures in
origin  of the mistake [of Zeck for     particular sciences attended.'    Gold-'
Dosa] is curious.     The two brothers     smith, in his Life of Nash (published
belonged to one of the native races of     in  1 762), describes  the  lectures  at
Transylvania called Szeklers or Zcck-     Bath ' on the arts and sciences, which
lers, which descriptive addition fol-     are   frequently   taught   there   in   a
lows their names in the German bio-     pretty, superficial manner, so as not
graphical   authorities;     and    this,     to tease the understanding, while they
through abridgment  and misappre-     afford the imagination some amusc-
hension, in subsequent books came     mcnt.'     Cunningham's   Goldsmith's
at last to be substituted for the family     Works, iv. 59,
are mind to his own rules of composition. Diyden is sometimes vehement and rapid; Pope is always smooth, uniform, and gentle.'
